
28    December 2011 / www eyesonbc.com

The end of any year is a juncture in 
time at which one naturally tends to 

reminisce, especially about the preceding 
twelve months. When Allison Crowe looks 
back at her 2011 she will likely firstly do 
so with great pride at having reached a 
significant anniversary in her professional 
life. The Nanaimo-born and raised singer-
songwriter celebrates a decade of artistic 
independence this year, as her own record 
label, Rubenesque Records Ltd., can now 
boast, as she puts it, being “10 Years Free 
& Strong.” It’s a fantastic achievement 
for a female artist to successfully operate 
independently in a male-dominated industry, 
but even more so when considering that 
Crowe only turned 30-years old last month.

Since 2003 the end of every year for Crowe 
has meant one thing, however – her annual 
series of Tidings Concerts for the Christmas 
season. And while these now traditional 
shows present opportunities to witness 
in the flesh why Crowe is internationally 
acclaimed as one of Canada’s finest ever 
interpreters of song, they also generate much 

needed funds for causes close to the singer’s 
heart.

Breaking off from rehearsals at her 
Corner Brook, NL home, the delightful, 
ever-friendly and super-talented singer-
songwriter-musician recently took time out 
to chat with me awhile about the upcoming 
concerts, and their origins as an extension 
of her 2003 EP, Tidings: 6 Songs for the 
Season.

“It was sort of a natural progression of 
things,” she says. “I tour a few times a year 
anyway, so naturally I would be doing a tour 
at that time of year. I think it all came about 
before the idea of doing a Christmas album, 
but I can’t be sure, as I would have done 
Christmas shows after that album anyway! It 
seemed like the winter, especially Christmas 
time, was a good time to do it – a time of 
year when people are more giving and have 
a generous spirit. It’s a feeling that everyone 
has when they come to the shows, and with 
various great events going on for different 
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charities at this time of year it’s neat to be a 
part of that.”

Following shows in St. John’s and Corner 
Brook, Crowe brings her Tidings Concerts 
to BC for appearances in Nanaimo (St. 
Andrew’s United Church, Dec 10), 
Vancouver (St. James Hall, Dec 11), 
Campbell River (St. Peter’s Anglican 
Church, Dec 15) and Victoria (Fairfield 
United Church, Dec 17). There will also 
be an outdoor sing-along in Nanaimo on 
December 22. (Full ticket details and all 
other show information can be found at 
www.allisoncrowe.com.) 

Attached to each Tidings Concert are 
charitable concerns and other institutions 
Crowe personally wishes to place a spotlight 
on and help raise funds for. In Nanaimo, for 
example, it is the Nanaimo Youth Services 
Association’s newspaper, The Mind’s Eye, 
and the Woodland Secondary School’s 
band and basketball programs, while the 
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