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John and Lynne Landygo

By David Morrison

Writer Samuel Langhorne Clemens, better known as
Mark Twain, once said: "Many a small thing has been
made large by the right kind of advertising.” By bending
the meaning of the great man’s statement just a tad, it
takes on a whole new literalness in describing how I first en-
countered the charming Chemainus B&B, A Small World.

Ever on the lookout for interesting accommodations
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something for myself, so we built the house with the
idea of having a miniatures store. But due to zoning we
couldn’t get a licence from the municipality to retail. We
could have a business in the house selling a service, but
not a commodity, so that was the end of the miniatures
business! Shortly after that we visited a friend in Camp-
bell River who had decided to do a bed and breakfast.
This got me thinking that we could do it, and once we’d
put all the bathrooms and partitions in we had our first
paying guest in September 1998. And here we are, thir-
teen years later!”



Testament to this was our sharing a wonderful breakfast {of a man of few words, but those that he does utter are invari-
fresh fruit parfait with vanilla yvoghurt; poached eggs and ham ably amusing. He delivers quips and remarks with a quick wit
on a biscuit, topped with grated cheese; fresh-baked apple and  and deadpan expression, reminding me of the brilliant Ameri-



can comedian, Steven Wright. (My all time favourite one-liner
is one of Wright's: 1 almost had a psychic girlfriend, but she
left me before we met.’) “Well, you've gotta have some laughs,
haven’t you?” says John, with impassive dryness.

While I agree with the appraisals of Lelonde and the
Hughes’ it was certainly the presence of Lynne’s minia-
tures that initially piqued my interest in A Small World.
And as someone who really appreciates people as pas-
sionate for their chosen pursuits as she is for her minia-
tures, I was keen to discover more. In the course of our
conversation, however, one story that emerged about
Lynne’s hobby moved me deeply.

“There was lady in Victoria named Karen, who I never
met, who was a member of the miniaturists club there,”
she began. “She passed away from cancer and her
husband called her club to ask if someone would come

ing story. It is simply a delightful place to stay, run by

a great couple, and the miniatures provide a quirky
angle to keep guests fascinated. However, what | will

say is that when my wife and I returned to the B&B on a
randomly chosen day, weeks after our stay, to take a few
additional photographs to accompany this article, it just
so happened that Dennis Lelonde was booked in again
on a brief trip back to Chemainus from Guyana. What
are the chances, eh? It just goes to show, as the old say-
ing goes, that it is indeed a small world. W

A Small World is situated at 9866 Willow Street (at Willow &
Oak), Chemainus. For more information, including availability
and rates, please visit www.asmalhworld.ca. Lynne Landygo

can be contacted by email at stay@asmallworld.ca or telephone
on (250) 246 9962.



